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1. Yamuna Devi, goddess of the river Jumna. Elira, Kailasanatha
compound, A.D. 750-850. Standing among lotuses, supported by a
greattortoise, the goddess of the river Jumna appears within the frame
of a makara torana. The makaras (crocodilelike monsters symbolic of
the sources of the flowing waters of life) are ridden by dwarf yakshas
(earth spirits of fertility and wealth), while pouring into their open mouths
from the mouths of two back-to-back makara heads above, streams of
the waters of her life-supporting river shape the gateway (torana) of
the deity’s beneficent apparition.

THE WAY OF THE SEEDED EARTH. MYTHOLOGIES OF THE PRIMITIVE PLANTERS: THE NORTHERN AMERICAS.
Copyright © 1989 by The Joseph Campbell Trust. All rights reserved. Printed in the Netherlands. No
part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission
except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews. For information address
Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc., 10 East 53rd Street, New York, NY 10022. Published simultaneously in
Canada by Fitzhenry & Whiteside Limited, Toronto.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data: Campbell, Joseph, 1904-1987

Historical atlas of world mythology. Includes bibliographical references and indexes. Contents: v.1. The
way of the animal powers. pt.1. Mythologies of the primitive hunters and gatherers. pt.2. Mythologies
of the great hunt—v.2. The way of the seeded earth. pt.2. Mythologies of the primitive planters: the
Northern Americas. 1. Mythology. I. Title. BL311.C26 1988 291.1'3 87-40007

ISBN 0-06-055158-5 (v.2, pt.2) 899091929310987654321

ISBN 0-06-096351-4 (v.2, pt.2) (pbk.) 8990919293 1098765432 1

TABLE OF
CONTENTS

AGRICULTURAL ORIGINS IN THE
NEW WORLD
Two Agricultural Systems
Map 1: The Three Agricultural Matrices
Map 15: Two Agricultural Systems of the New World

From Nomadism to Seed Gardening
Map 16: Early Formative Settlements in the Americas

NORTH AMERICAN AGRICULTURALIST
RITES AND MYTHS

THE NORTHEAST WOODLAND
Map 17: The Iroquois and Algonquian: Languages
and Distribution
The Iroquois
Of the Longhouse and the Wigwam
The Sacrifice of the White Dog
Sun God and Great Spirit
The Revelation to Handsome Lake
The Woman Who Fell from the Sky
The Legend of the Twin Heroes
Commentary on The Woman Who Fell from the Sky

The Algonquians
Historical Introduction
Map 18: North American Language Phyla
The Indian in the North American Conscience
Schoolcraft’s Surprising Discovery of a Native American
Oral Literature
Tales of the Northeast Woodland
The Folktale, in Contradistinction to Myth
Foreward to the Algonquian Tales
The Algonquian Tales

TALES OF THE MONTAGNAIS AND NASKAPI
ABNAKI TALES: OF THE MICMAC, PASSAMAQUODDY, AND PENOBSCOT

TALES OF THE NORTHERN AND CENTRAL ALGONQUIANS

116

121

122
124

130

15
133
139
140
143
147
151

164

167

168
171

172
176
176
180
188

9 i i































































































































































































































































































































to be warrantable, of a profound psycho-
logical break-through, from the bounds of
our every-day horizon of empirical expe-
rience and judgement, to a boundless rev-
elation of raptures transcendent of
measured speech, communicable only by
connotation through metaphors, which
then are misread by the every-day mind
as denotations of bizarre facts. And it then
is these that furnish storytellers with their
most fascinating folktale motifs.

In contrast, in the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries, the Jesuit missionaries
to New France apparently interpreted the
mythologies of their intended converts to
heaven in terms of an established thir-
teenth-century Scholastic formulation. In
Thomas Aquinas’s Summa contra gentiles,
for example, in Book I, Chapter 3, which
is entitled, “In what way is it possible to
make known the Divine Truth,” we find
the following;:

“Now in those things which we hold
about God there is truth in two ways. For
certain things that are true about God
wholly surpass the capability of human
reason, for instance that God is three and
one; while there are certain things to which
natural reason can attain, forinstance that
God is, that God is one, and others like
these, which even the philosophers
proved demonstratively of God, being
guided by the light of natural reason.”

Whereafter, in Chapter 4, entitled,
““That the truth about divine things which
is attainable by reason is fittingly pro-
posed to man as an object of belief,” it is
declared: “Accordingly, the divine clem-
ency has made this salutary command-
ment, that even some things which reason
is able to investigate must be held by faith:
so that all may share in the knowledge of
God easily, and without doubt or error.
Hence it is written....[Isaiah 54:13] “All
thy children shall be taught of the
Lord.””"#2

Undoubtedly, it was a consideration of
this kind that enabled the priests convert-
ing the Hurons (as related to Horatio Hale
in the 1880s by Chief Mandarong and his
French wife) to recognize in the native
knowledge of God a revelation delivered
of the Holy Spirit by the light of reason,
while at the same time urging upon them
in addition, the suprarational knowledge
of God as a Trinity, made manifest in the
historical cult of Jesus, which they had
come to preach.

It may be remarked in this regard, that
in contrast to this Scholastic recognition
of a degree of divine inspiration in native
mythologies and ceremonial, Puritan
Missions know nothing of any such pro-
vision for Christian clemency, and as a
consequence, whereas south of the Rio
Grande, and even in the formerly Roman
Catholic Southwest, Native Americans still
dwell in ancestral pueblos and dance to
their Kachinas, throughout the Anglo-
Saxon region of the nineteenth-century
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will to conquest known as “manifest des-
tiny,” not only the native gods, but the
natives themselves, are now all but extinct.

To appreciate the quality of the spiritual
connotations implicit in the metaphorical
figures developed from this Late Paleo-
lithic, shamanic inheritance, one has but
to regard thoughtfully such a magnificent
form, for example, as that of the great
Shiva Maheshvara, ‘‘Shiva the Great
Lord,” (I.1:5) where the metaphorical
triune form of the North Pacific Coast Sis-
iutl (as of two opposed horned-serpent
heads with a mask between, correspond-
ing to the Chinese t'ao-t'ieh, or “Glutton”’)
is in its majestic aspect revealed as sym-
bolic of the immanent ground of all being
and becoming. As there stated in the cap-
tion: “The profile at the beholder’s left is
male, that at the right, female; the pres-
ence in the center is the mask of Eternity,
the ever-creating mysterium, out of which
all pairs of opposites proceed: female and
male, love and war, creation and annihila-
tion. Though beheld externally, this mys-
tery is to be known internally as the
indwelling Source and End of all that has
been or is ever to be.”

As Alpha and Omega, Shiva, Sisiutl,
Dionysos, or whomever, may be contem-
plated either as creating or as consuming,
either as the Uncreated Creating (to use
Scotus Erigena’s Neoplatonic term), or as
the Uncreated Uncreating, in which latter
mode the god becomes exactly the all-con-
suming f-ao-t'ieh, or ““Glutton,” to whom
sacrifices are made, and whose threaten-
ing mask appears, appropriately, on many
early Chinese sacrificial bronzes. In the
Tsimshian folktale, “Raven becomes
Voracious” (1.2:186), the popular North
Pacific Coast Trickster, himself, becomes
transformed into an uncontrollable
embodiment of this mythic figment; and
in the same way, in our Seneca folktale of
a boy sacrificing his sister to a ravenous
“snake with two heads,” it is again a
metaphysical symbol that has been put to
use in the way of a folktale motif.

The depths of insight signified in the
native mythologies of the Americas are of
two degrees and two origins. The elder,
which is psychologically the profounder,
is of the Paleolithic, shamanic heritage,
originating from the transpersonal expe-
riences of an extraordinary class of indi-
viduals. The second is of the popular mind:
and here we may recognize, with Euhem-
erus, Freud, and Franz Boas, the dream-
work of the every-day imagination.

Broadly viewed, the shamanic themes
belong, as it were, to the world. Stem-
ming from ranges beyond what Grof has
termed, ““the psychodynamic, biographi-
cal, recollective experience,”” opening,
through the “perinatal type,” fully into
“the transpersonal experience,” they
duplicate “not only the well-known sym-
bolism for the death-rebirth process that
exists in the Judeo-Christian tradition—

the humiliation and torture of Christ,
death on the cross, the resurrection—but
details of the Isis and Osiris legend, the
myths of Dionysus, Adonis, Attis,
Orpheus, Mithra, or the Nordic god Baldr,
and their very little known counterparts
from pre-Columbian cultures.””?"* More-
over, beyond this liminal range, in full
knowledge, possession and occupation of
the “transpersonal” sphere,” ““The most
profound and basic changes in under-
standing the nature of reality occur.
...Matter tends to disintegrate....
into cosmic vacuum. Form and emptiness
become relative and, ultimately, inter-
changeable concepts....the philosophical
understanding of existence approaches
that found in the great mystical traditions
of the world.”’2!

In contrast, mythic themes and motifs
stemming from the popular mind are usu-
ally of a distinctly local geographical defi-
nition, though imaginatively developed
according to psychological patterns
described by Grof as of the “psychody-
namic, biographical, recollective experi-
ence.”” Here, as he declares, ““The Freud-
ian theoretical framework is extremely
useful.” And so it is that here, and here
alone, that part or aspect of mythology (as
distinguished from the folktale) is to be
found to which Boas'’s interpretation can
be applied, of “imaginative occurrences
giving reality to every-day wishes....or
materializations of the objects of fear.”
Examples from the series here in discus-
sion are to be seen in the village tale of
“The Weeping of the Maize....””; “Three
Stone-Coat Tales” and ““Three False Face
Adventures,” as well as in idea of such a
personified natural phenomenon as the
“Thunderer, He-no.”” Likewise of this
popular vein are the details of the family
life and magic of the Bears: for example,
their invention of ‘that really marvelous
forked stick by which approaching hunt-
ers could be caused to turn astray.

The remarkable ease with which a native
legend 0. shamanic type can be turned to
reflect a homologous import is well rep-
resented in the Onondaga version here
presented of the legend of Hiawatha.
Mythologies of the down-coming and
return to heaven of an Avatar appear in
practically every developed tradition of
the world; and in just this way motifs
derived from any one of the legends may
be taken over by another.

293. Cayuga whirlwind mask, painted wood, Grand
River Reservation, Ontario. Such a mask was hung in
a tree facing an approaching storm, or thrown at it, to
divert the temnest
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Cerro de las Mesas (Mexico), M16-
124, 126-27

Chaco Canyon (New Mexico), M16-
124,127

Charleston (South Carolina), 236, 237
Charlotte Harbor (Florida), 230

Chattahoochee River (Georgia), M21-
223, M22-226, 237, M24-244

Chavin de Huantar (Peru), M16-124,
126

Cherokee Nation, M24-244
Cherokee Outlet, M24-244

Cherokee Stockade, M22-226
Chiapas, 125, 126, 228

Chica (Peru), 118-119

Chicama Valley (Peru), M16-124, 127

Chickamauga, 244

Chickasaw Bluffs (now Memphis),
236, 237

Chickasaw Nation, M24-244
Chilca, M16-124

Chilca Caves (Peru), 118-119
Chile, 120

China, 120, 162

Chiripa (Bolivia), 118-119, M16-124
Choctaw Nation, M24-244
Chucalissa, M23-240

Churchill River, M17-130, M25-249
Clovis (New Mexico), 123, M16-124
Colombia, 120, 124

Colorado, 242

Colorado River, M25-249
Columbia River, M25-249
Conchas, M16-124

Congo, 151

Coosa River (Georgia), 231, 237
Costa Rica, 117

Cowe, 242

Creek Nation, M24-244

Crooked Lake, 204

Cuba, 120, M17-130, 228, M25-249
Cumberland River, M22-226, M24-244
Cumberland Valley (Ohio), 188
Cuprija (Yugoslavia), 214

Debert (Nova Scotia), 123, M16-124
Detroit River (Canada), 245
Dordogne (France), 152

Dubawnt Lake, M17-130

Eastern Corridor, M16-124

Eastern Woodlands (United States),
118-119, 122-127

Ecuador, 120, 124

Eel River (California), 165
Egypt, 169

El Arbolillo, M16-124

El Tajin (Mexico), M16-124, 127
Emerald Mound, M23-240
England, 247

Erie, Lake, M17-130, M23-240, 245,
M25-249

Etowah, M23-240
Europe, 212

Fells Cave (Chile), 123, M16-124
Finland, 214

Florida, 124, 165, 166, 222, 294-299-
222,229, 230, 236, 237, 246

Folsom (New Mexico), M16-124
Fort Ancient, M23-240

Fort Brooke, M24-244

Fort Coffee, M24-244

Fort Gibson, M24-244

Fort Jackson, 246

Fort Meigs, 245

Fort Mims (Georgia), M24-244, 245
Fort Mitchell, M24-244

Fort Rosalie, 231

Fort Towson, M24-244

France, 173, 219

Géa-no-wat-ges (near Avon, New
York), 140

Gattin Lake (Panama), 118-119, M16-
124

Georgia, 124, 165, 236, 237, 240, 246
Ghent, 170

Gilmore Corridor (U.S.-Mexico), M15-
121, 124, M16-124

Golfo Dulce (Costa Rica), 228
Grand Lake (Labrador), 263-176

Grand Manon Island (New
Brunswick), 184

Grand River Reservation (Ontario,
Canada), 232-138, 293-220

Great Bear Lake, M25-249

Great Britain, 170, 172, 237

Great Lakes, 165, 173

Great Salt Lake, M17-130

Great Slave Lake, M17-130, M25-249

Greenland, 165, 187, 188, 214, 218,
219, M25-249

Green River (Kentucky), 124

Guila Naquitz (Mexico), 118119,
M1ie6-124

Guitarrero Cave (Peru), 118-119, M16-
124

Gunter’s Landing, M24-244

Haiti, 120

Harness Mound (Ohio), M16-124, 126
Hebrides, 218

Heidelberg (Germany), 171

Hessen (Germany), 171

Hispaniola, M17-130, 227-28, M25-
249

Hiwassee Island, 245

Hiwassee River (Tennessee), 242
Hollywood, M23-240

Hopewell (Illinois), M16-124, 127
Horseshoe Bend, M24-244, 245
Howlett Hill (New York), 228-132

Huaca Prieta (Peru), 118-119, M16-
124, 126

Hudson Bay, M17-130, M25-249
Hudson Strait, M17-130

Hudson Valley (New York), 161
Humboldt Bay (California), 165

Huron, Lake, M17-130, 131, 188, M23-
240, M25-249

Iceland, 169, 218

Illinois, 165, 188

India, 120, 16162, 171, 219
Indiana, 165, 166, 188

Indian Territory (Oklahoma), 247
Indonesia, 120, 159

Ireland, 240

Jamaica, M17-130, M25-249
James Bay, M17-130

Janari, M16-124

Jocotal, M16-124

Kansas, 166

Karanovo, 214

Kashmir, 171

Kassel, 171

Kentucky, 118-119, 127
Keowee, 242

Kincaid, M23-240

Klamath River (California), 165
Kolomoki, M23-240

Koster, M16-124, M23-240
Kotosh (Peru), M16-124, 126
Kyushu (Japan), 124

Labrador (Canada), 165, 187, 194
Labrador Sea, M25-249

La Chorrera (Ecuador), M16-124, 127
Las Bocas, M16-124

Lascaux (France), 173, 188

Las Haldas (Peru), 126

Laussel (France), 153

La Venta (Mexico), M16-124, 126
Leech Lake (Minnesota), 257-169
Lehner (Arizona), 118-119, M16-124
Lena River (Siberia), 162

Lindenmeier (Colorado), 123, M16-
124

Little Tennessee River (Tennessee),
124, 242

Locust Grove (Ohio), 167

Looking-glass Mountain (North
Carolina), 248

Lower Sonoran Corridor, M15-121,
Mi16-124

Lucy site (New Mexico), 123, M16-124

Machalilla, M16-124

Machu Picchu (Peru), 127
Mackenzie River, M17-130, M25-249
Mackinaw (Michigan), 188

Mad River (California), 165

Maine, 180

Malakoff (Texas), 122, M16-124
Mal’ta (Siberia), 162

Mandeville (Georgia), M16-124, 126

Mangueiras (Brazil), 118-119, M16-
124

Manitoba, 131
Manitoba, Lake, M17-130

Manitoulin Island (Lake Superior),
281-195

Marburg, 171
Marksville, M16-124
Maumee River, 245
Melanesia, 219
Memphis, M24-244

Mesoamerica, 118-119, 122-27, M25-
249

Mexico, 118-119, M17-130, 250-158,
M22-226, M23-240, 242, 243,
M24-244, M25-249

agriculture, 120, 122, 124
valley of, 126

Mexico, Gulf of, M17-130, 166, M21-
223, M22-226, M23-240, M24-
244, M25-249

Michigan, 165

Michigan, Lake, M17-130, 188, M23-
240, M25-249

Minnesota, 243

Mississippi, 165, 236

Mississippi River, M17-130, 166, 167,
169, 172, M21-223, M22-226,
227,229, 230, 232, 236, M23-
240, 243, M24-244, 246, M25-
249

Mississippi Valley, 132, 166

Missouri River, M17-130, 218, 227,
M23-240, 243, M25-249

Missouri Valley, 166

Mistassini, Lake (Quebec), 178

Mitchikamau, Lake (Canada), 178

Mobile (Alabama), 166, 231, M24-244

Mobile Bay (Alabama), 124

Momil (Colombia), M16-124, 126

Mongolia, 162

Montana, 166

Monte Alban (Mexico), M16-124, 126

Montgomery, M24-244

Montreal (Canada), 132

Mound Bottom, M23-240

Moundville, M23-240

Mount Royal, M23-240

Nashville (Tennessee), M22-226, M24-
244

Nebraska, 247

Nelson River, M17-130, M25-249
Neuse River, 241

Nevada, 242

New Brunswick (Canada), 180
New Echota, M24-244

New England, 166, 167, 172, 176
Newfoundland {Canada), 187
New France, 172, 180, 220, 230, 231
New Hampshire, 180

New Mexico, 243

New Orleans (Louisiana), 231, M24-
244, 246

New York State, 132, 160, 161, 166,
180, M19-201, 219, 241, 242, 243

Niagara Falls, 200

Niagara River, 205

Niobrara River, 247

Nipigon, Lake, M17-130, M25-249
North America, 118-119, 122-127, 212

North Canadian River, M22-226, M24-
244

North Carolina, 165, 166, 229, 240, 241
North Dakota, 131, 166

North Platte River, M17-130

North Saskatchewan River, M17-130
Norway, 169

Nova Scotia (Canada), 180, 187

Nuestra Sefiora de Atocha de Madrid
(Dominican convent), 228

Oaxaca (Mexico), 118-119, M16-124

Oceania, 131

Ocmulgee site (Georgia), 239, M23-
240

Oc6s (Guatemala), M16-124, 126
Ogeechee (Georgia), 237
Ohio, 165, 166, 188, 245

Ohio River, M17-130, 166, M21-223,
M22-226, 227, M23-240, M25-
249

Ohio Valley, 166, 188

Okeechobee, Lake, M17-130, M21-
223, M24-244, 246

Oklahoma, 166, 227, 229, 230
Old Town (Maine), 227-131
Onondaga, Lake, 200

Ontario, Lake, M17-130, M23-240,
M25-249

Ossabaw Island, 237
Oswego River, 200

Ottawa River (Canada), 165
Ouachita River, M24-244

Palenque (Mexico), M16-124, 127
Pamlico River, 241
Passamaquoddy Bay (Maine), 180
Peace River, M25-249

Pearl River, 231

Pennsylvania, 140, 24041

Penobscot Bay (Maine), 180

Pensacola (Florida), 166

Persia, 120, 158

Peru, 118-119, 120, 230

Philippines, 120

Phillips Spring, 118-119

Plains (North America), 122-27

Platte River, M25-249

Polynesia, 212

Pompeii, 120

Pontchartrain, Lake, M17-130, M21-
223, M24-244

Poverty Point (Louisiana), M16-124,
126

Prince Edward (Canada), 180
Puebla (Mexico), 122, 124, 127

Pueblo (New Mexico), 118-119, M16-
124

Puerto de la Plata (Santo Domingo),
convent of, 228

Puerto Hormiga (Colombia), 124,
M1e6-124, 125, 126

Puerto Rico, 120
Punta Arenas (Ecuador), 126

Quebec (Canada), 165, 176, 242

Red River, M23-240, M25-249
Reindeer Lake, M17-130, M25-249
Rio Grande, M25-249

Riverton (Illinois), 118-119, M16-124
Roanoke (Virginia), 230

Roanoke River, 241

Rocky Mountains, 165, 243

Rome, 170

Ross’s Landing, M24-244

Sacsahuaman (Peru), 127

St. Catherine Island, 237

St. Croix River (Maine), 180

St. John'’s River (Georgia), 237

St. Johns River (Florida), 124, 222

St. Lawrence, Gulf of, M17-130, 176,
M25-249

St. Lawrence River (Canada), M17-
130, 165, 166, 173, 176, M25-249

St. Lawrence Valley, 132

St. Marks, 166

St. Maurice River, 176

Sais, 212

Saladero, M16-124

Salem (Massachusetts), witch trials,
170

San Luis Potosi (Mexico), 124

Santa Maria (Tehuacan, Mexico), 125
Sapelo Island, 237

Saskatchewan River, M25-249

Sault Ste. Marie (near Lake Superior),
168, 169, 172, 188

Savannah (Georgia), 124, 237
Savannah River, 242

Schoodic Lake (Maine), 180
Scotland, 247

Sechin (Peru), M16-124, 126
Seminole Nation, M24-244
Seneca River, 200

Siberia, 132, 133, 213, 214
Sicily Island (Louisiana), 231
Smith Sound (Greenland), 173
Smokey Mountain Country, 224
Snake River, M25-249
Soconusco (Guatemala), 127

South America, 118-119, 120, 124, 212
Pacific West Coast of, 122-127

South Carolina, 166, 229, 231, 240

South Dakota, 166

Southeast Asia, 120, 131, 153

South Platte River, M17-130

South Saskatchewan River, M17-130

Southwest (North America), 118-119

Spain, 173, 219, 228, 246

Spiro, M23-240

Springfield, M22-226

Sticoe, 242

Stockade, M24-244

Superior, Lake, M17-130, 131, 168,
169, 172, 188, M25-249

Tahlequah (Oklahoma), M22-226
Talladega (Georgia), 245
Tallahassee (Florida), 166
Tallapoosa River, 170, 237, 246
Tallasahatchia (Georgia), 245

Tamaulipas (Mexico), 118-119, 122,
124, M16-124, 127
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